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Vehicle, as opposed to the Lesser Vehicle of
Arahatship.

The Maha Yana doctors said, in effect: " We grant
you all you say about the bliss of attaining Nirvana
in this life. But it produces advantage chiefly to
yourselves. And according to your own theory
there will be a necessity for Buddhas in the future
as much as there has been for Buddhas in the past.
Greater, higher, nobler, then, than the attainment
of Arahatship must be the attainment of Bodhisat-
ship from a desire to save all living creatures in the
ages that will come/'

The new teaching therefore was in no conscious
contradiction to the old. It accepted it all and was
based upon it. Its distinguishing characteristic was
the great stress which is laid on one point of the
earlier doctrine to the gradual overshadowing of the
rest. Its strength lay in the grandeur of its appeal
to self-renunciation. It is true the newer school un-
consciously thereby changed the centre point of the
system, the focus of their mental vision. But it
was at least no slight merit to have been led, even
though they were led astray, by a sense of duty to
the race. They might have been wiser, had they
seen more clearly the originality of Gotama's sys-
tem of ethics, and perceived that the race would
really be benefited much more largely by the older